OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING!

By Tim Macmanus
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owners of Sierra Brava Lodge, Juan Jose Sala and David Perez,
donated a three day dove hunt for two hunters through Detail Co
pany Adventures to the August 2009 Frisco Ducks Unlimited Ch
for the third consecutive year. At the end of the night, Todd was ti

high bidder for the auction item, and from then on, the quest to bt ‘;4 A 227 S
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flying by them in one day. You can shoot so much, you could fry ™ .
egg on the gun it is so hot. The most popular area for high volun: o
dove shooting is Cordoba, Argentina in the Cordoba Province. Thea gl o
estimated Golden Eared dove population iE68MILLION doves
here. The most significant difference between our Mourning dov
and the Argentina Golden Eared dove is the Golden Eared dove does

not migrate. Due to a temperate climate, exceptional and abundant

habitat of thick brush, and the abundant food sources provided by the

agricultural production in the Cordoba area, migration is not neces-

sary. Some say the abundant food source and mild climate has caused

the dovesdé natur al mi gration instinct to be bred out of the
rarely travel more than a few miles from where they hatch.

Another huge difference between a Mourning dove and a Golden
Eared dove is the number of times the Golden Eared doves reproduce
annually. In the US, our Mourning dove typically reproduce once per
year, having 2 eggs per nest. The Golden Eared dove reprodéce 4
times per year laying-8 eggs per nest. With the population where it

is in Cordoba and with the current reproduction rate, estimates have
been made that over 20 million dove must be shot in the Cordoba area
each year just to keep the population level. This incredible reproduc-
tion accompanied with no migration causes BIG problems for the
farmers in the Cordoba area. It is estimated that each year farmers
lose 3040% of their crops because of the doves, so farmers welcome
any hunters to try and reduce the numbers. Cordoba has no season
and no daily limits. It is not uncommon for a hunter to shoot 1000 or
more birds each day. Many lodges have records of hunters shooting
over 5000 birds in one day!



